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Ernie Tollar’s first professional musical appearances were in 1980 and he has since performed in Europe, Egypt, Canada, U.S.A., Argentina, and Mexico playing Jazz Sax, Indian Bansuri flute and the Middle Eastern Nay Flute.  Some Toronto based groups he plays with are: Al Qahwa; Near East Trio; and Moneka Arabic Jazz.
Education

York University – Masters Degree in Music Composition

Thesis: An etude book for the world wind player; Supervisor:  Michael Coglan

Arabic Music - Maqam and Performance:
Michael Ibrahim – Arabic Nay Flute, Toronto 2010
Bassam Bishara – Arabic Music, Style, Ornamentation, Repertoire, Toronto 2007
Dr. George Sawa, Arabic Music, Mowashahat and Qadat Repertoire, Toronto 2005
Ibrahim Kawala - Egyptian Kawala Flute, Cairo, Egypt 2004
Dr. Alfred Gamil - Arabic Maqam, Ornamentation, Cairo, Egypt 2003 - 2004
Dr. Qadri Surur Egyptian Nay, Cairo, Egypt  2001
Dr. Ali Jihad Racy – Arabic Nay, South Hadley Massachusetts, USA Flute 2000
Jazz Music: 
Pat LaBarbera - Jazz Theory, Jazz Saxophone, Toronto, Canada 1985
Ron Allen - Jazz Theory, Jazz Saxophone, Toronto, Canada, 1981-1983
Ted Moses - Jazz Theory, Reharmonization, Toronto Canada 1986   
Indian Music - Raga and Tala:
Carnatic Music - Dr. Trichy Sankaran S. Indian Classical Melody and Rhythm, Toronto 1990 - 2007
Dr. N. Ramani Flute - South Indian (Carnatic Flute) Chennai, India December 2001
Dhruba Ghosh - Hindustani Classical Music Mumbai, India  2006
Dr. Lakshmi Nayaranan - Carnatic Vocal, Chennai, India 2004
Performed on C.D. Recordings
Al Qahwa “Cairo Moon” 2019

Al Qahwa “The Coffee House” 2016

Near East 2018

Turkwaz “Nazar” (2017 World Music Juno Nominee)

Yvette Tollar  “Ima” (2009 Vocal Jazz Juno Nominee), “Cactus Flowers” 

Maryem And Ernie Tollar’s “Cairo To Toronto” (2009 World Music Juno Nominee
Maryem Tollar’s “Book Of Life” 
Mernie  “Flowers Of Forgiveness” -original world music
Sicilian Jazz Project “The Almond Sorters” (2009 Jazz Juno Nominee) and “Muorica”

Maza Mezé - 4 CDs -Greek/Arabic
Doula “In The Garden” - Arabic
Brenna MacCrimmon “Balkan Journeys Close to Home”
Tasa – led by Ravi Naimpally
